THE GOSPEL THE HOPE FOR MANKIND AND MARRIAGE
You and I have the greatest opportunity and potential to be everything God wants us to be because of the gospel, if we consistently seek God's Truth and apply God's Truth to everyday life. If we do a constant inventory of our lives and lay our lives up against the grid of God's Word, we can examine the dissimilarities, and it should motivate us to change. The gospel is transformational, 2 Corinthians 5:17; it is about being changed into His image, 2 Corinthians 3:18. It is the answer to our sin problem, and as we continue to go through life struggling with sin and its destructive effects, we can daily overcome sin because of the gospel. Romans 7:24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.
The end of our struggle awaits us in death, but happily, by God's grace, the gospel carries us through life's struggles, equipping us to deal with the sin that too often besets us. In other words, God has given us the ability and the power to overcome sin through the continued application of the gospel, Romans 6. "The Gospel is to be adorned by both sound doctrine and godly living. Our salvation does not end at new birth. We are taught by Scripture to say not only that we have been saved (Eph. 2:8) but also that we shall be saved (Rom. 5:9—10; 13:11; 1 Peter 1:5) and even now are being saved (Phil. 2:12—13; 1 Peter 1:9)”1 When we consider the implications of the gospel, we note a multitude of blessings and benefits. The sanctifying effect of the gospel is totally comprehensive, originally saving us from sin when we first repented, and continually saving us from the destructive effects of sin after our salvation as we walk a daily walk of repentance.
What does that mean for marriage? It means we can have oneness and wholeness in our marriage because of the gospel. The gospel has brought to us the greatest of all relationships, our covenant relationship with God. This relationship brings life and meaning to the covenant relationship of marriage. You and I have the greatest opportunity and potential to be everything God wants us to be in our marriage, in our home, in any relationship, because of the gospel, but we must be gospel centered in our relationships.
[image: ]What does this mean? For instance, there are many attributes of the gospel. The gospel includes the good news that there is a living God who saves people from their sins and redeems them from their sins. He wanted to have a relationship with us and was willing to sacrifice Himself even to the point of death to have a relationship with us through his redemptive cross work (Ephesians 1:7). A gospel centered relationship will take this into account. The good news is that my relationship with my mate is one that is redemptive in nature. 
Consider this: we are broken sinners living together who sin against each other. That is nothing new. But how does a redemptive relationship work in the midst of our brokenness? How can you live with a redemptive attitude toward your mate? Are you willing to help your partner be saved from their sins? What do I mean by this? I mean, in the brokenness that we share together as sinners in our marital relationship, I am loving them like God through their sinful brokenness. I am acting like a savior when they fall into sin, I am holding them up, I am being used as an instrument to help Jesus heal their wounded heart. I am actively pursuing them in their brokenness, even until death do us part, not shunning them, blaming them, hurting them, accusing them, or making them pay for their sin. Jesus already paid for their sin! I am calling on the Lord to help me to be an instrument of His redemptive purposes for a sinning mate. This is acting like God when sinners sin (1 John 1:9). Thank God Jesus is a faithful forgiver, but are we?
The Gospel is called the Good News. When I live out the Good News toward my mate, I am being faithful to the gospel, to God, and to them, by helping them through any of their sinful brokenness, never giving up on them. Christ never gave up on me; why would I give up on them? Among so many other things, the gospel brings peace, joy, grace, mercy, abundance, promise, hope, goodness, and an infinite amount of benefit to our human brokenness. If we live with this in mind, we live with innumerable tools to apply to our marriage. We should live with each other in a gospel redemptive relationship. Wouldn't you say that this is good news?
Can you add to the list of gospel benefits that we should be modeling in our marriage? Do you have a redemptive relationship? Speak to one another about this kind of relationship modeled after our Lord.
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Neglecting The Importance of Gospel Relationship
One of the many places where sin is so destructive and the gospel is so neglected is within marital relationships. Why is it that in the most important relationship other than our relationship with the Lord, the gospel is overlooked or neglected? The gospel is the path to a covenant relationship with God and our mate. Consider this: the marriage covenant is based upon a gospel relationship between a man and a woman. Marry in the Lord, 2 Corinthians 6:14," Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers", 1 Corinthians 7:39, "she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord". Gospel relationship in marriage is not just a principle of what kind of person to marry; it is at the core of our covenant relationship with God and each other. God wants us to have a relationship with Him first, and then carry that relationship into our other relationships. The gospel brought us into a covenant relationship with Him; it is now a part of our covenant relationship in marriage.
Could it be that you have never considered the gospel and its impact on your marriage as much as it has been on your personal life? That the gospel changed your life, you happily admit, but what about your marriage? What impact has the gospel had on your marriage? What kind of growth and change has occurred in your marriage? In what ways are you more like the Lord because of gospel influence in your marriage? 
Take a moment to reflect on these questions and write down your thoughts.
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
The Gospel Is Not About Doing Something, It's About Becoming Like Someone
Our covenant relationship with God and our mate is fully manifested in our becoming like Him in meaningful and tangible ways. When we say that the gospel is not about doing something, it's about becoming like Someone, we are saying that the gospel's purpose is to save us and recreate in us the image of the Lord Jesus Christ. So, it's not about doing something, it's about becoming like Someone, Jesus Christ. This is actually very significant. There is nothing necessarily wrong with teaching someone how to do something, but the result just might be a person who has learned "how to do something" rather than how to become like Christ. It may lead to a works-oriented process of sanctification or a performance type of Christian life. Unfortunately, sometimes Christianity digresses into a form of "doing" rather than becoming like Someone, Jesus Christ, which is God's eternal purpose, Romans 8:28, 29. This can be a result of an outward man's view of sanctification. The emphasis is on performance, a list of "dos and don'ts". Performance-oriented sanctification relies on good works, keeping a list of rules, or obeying standards. These are outward manifestations of the will rather than being an outflow of the inner man's change. We want to guard against being performance-oriented. A performance-oriented person is searching for ways to improve their marital relationship, meet the expectations of other people, and look good or well-informed.
The destructive effect of being performance-oriented is a perversion of God's righteousness that leads to an exhausting merry-go-round of trying to live in our own self-prescribed righteousness, or trying to change a marriage by doing something rather than modeling what God says He wants in a marital relationship. This exhausting merry-go-round may take shape in the form of making promise after promise. Buying flowers or something expensive to cool things down. Going on a “romantic vacation”. A couple may think that going their separate ways for a while may produce healing. Attempting to do favors, making that favorite meal, and being nice outwardly. Often, a couple may think that having a baby will bring them closer together, only to find out that it merely provides a temporary fix to ongoing problems. God is not interested in our attempts to “fix” our marriage with temporary means of our own devices. He is interested in your marriage being modeled after Christ and His gospel. (Ephesians 5) 
Instead of imaging God's Son in your life and marriage, it could be that you are on the merry-go-round of trying to change your marriage outwardly when it needs to change inwardly, without having a heart change toward one another. Having a performance-oriented marriage is destined for failure. You cannot make each other happy by trying to perform acts of kindness, by calling a truce, bringing flowers, having a night out, giving gifts, taking trips, or doing things that you think will patch things up. All of this is a surface performance-oriented way of masking over the real problems in your marriage. The gospel calls us to the right kind of righteous behavior, Ephesians 4:29-32, behavior that is driven by the right heart motives. The gospel is not about improving our lives; it is about redeeming us from our brokenness so that we might bring God glory by becoming like His Son through the process of sanctification in our marital relationship, indeed in every relationship. God is using your marriage as a platform in the sanctification process of both of you becoming like His Son.
The Christian life is to be lived in correlation to the righteousness imputed in us as a result of the gospel. We are living out Christ's righteousness in us. This righteousness is expressed by the Spirit in my everyday life of living a righteous life. Jesus calls us to live one life, His life, and live it out in the open, in openness and honesty. (1 Peter 2:21) "The gospel also reminds me that my righteous standing with God always holds firm regardless of my performance, because my standing is based solely on the work of Jesus and not mine. On my worst days of sin and failure, the gospel encourages me with God's unrelenting grace toward me. On my best days of victory and usefulness, the gospel keeps me relating to God solely on the basis of Jesus' righteousness and not mine."2 We must admit our inability to live righteously and humbly asking God to help us to live out the righteousness of Christ, who is our life, in our marriage. (Colossians 3:1-10) This desire must be accompanied by much prayer. Talk to God, tell Him you need His help, do this often.
How can you live righteously before your mate? Jesus challenges His disciples in the Sermon on the Mount to take up the radical principle of living righteously. Followers of Jesus must have a righteousness that exceeds the Scribes and Pharisees (Matthew 5:20). To put off hypocritical self-righteousness and put on the righteousness of God, in other words, "It cannot be a surface 'righteousness" where one merely conforms outwardly. "3"Our marriages must be fully divested of surface spirituality that manifests hypocrisy and only serves self-interests. We must be careful to show that our life in Christ is not about religion, but it is about a relationship, a relationship with Him in openness and honesty without hypocrisy.
Do you feel as though your mate is not living in openness and honesty before you and others? Describe what you see and talk it over. Perhaps you are not living in openness and honesty, discuss this as well.
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Paul's message was the gospel, that gospel that points to and exalts the Christ of the cross, a gospel that not only transforms a sinner but continually and progressively transforms them into the image of Jesus Christ. The gospel transforms lives and leads us away from self-righteous acts, away from being performance-oriented, and towards modeling the life of Christ in our marital relationship. It was Martin Luther who said: "This life therefore is not righteousness, but growth in righteousness, not health, but healing, not being but becoming, not rest but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be, but we are growing toward it; the process is not yet finished, but it is going on; this is not the end, but it is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory, but all is being purified."4 You cannot give up or give in to the temptation to say you cannot do it. You can live a righteous life before your mate, and you can do it together. (Philippians 1:6) You are partners in the gospel in your marriage, that may be new to you, but it isn’t in the context of what a biblical marriage is supposed to be. God began His relationship with us through the gospel; the gospel is about relationships made possible by the power of the gospel.
One author makes two points about relationships and the power and sufficiency of the gospel in relationships when Paul addresses Peter's inconsistencies in the book of Galatians. "In (Galatians 2:14), Paul lays down a powerful principle. He deals with Peter's racial pride and cowardice by declaring that he was not living "in line with the truth of the gospel". From this we see that the Christian life is a process of renewing every dimension of our life-- spiritual, psychological, corporate, social—by thinking, hoping, and living out the "lines" or ramifications of the gospel. The gospel is to be applied to every area of thinking, feeling, relating, working, and behaving. The implications and applications of (Galatians 2:14) are vast. "Implication #1 - The power of the gospel. First, Paul is showing us that bringing the gospel truth to bear on every area of life is the way to be changed by the power of God. Implication #2- The sufficiency of the gospel. Second, Paul is showing that we never "get beyond the gospel" in our Christian life to something more "advanced." The gospel is not the first "step" in a "stairway" of truths; rather, it is more like the "hub" in a "wheel" of truth. The gospel is not just the A-B-C's but the A to Z of Christianity. The gospel is not just the minimum required doctrine necessary to enter the kingdom, but the way we make all progress in the kingdom. We are not justified by the gospel and then sanctified by obedience, but the gospel is the way we grow (Gal 3:1-3) and are renewed (Col. 1:6). It is the solution to each problem, the key to each closed door, the power through every barrier (Rom. 1:16-17). The main problem, then, in the Christian life is that we have not thought out the deep implications of the gospel, we have not "used" the gospel in and on all parts of our life." 5 YES! Even marriage!
Growing In Christlikeness by The Gospel Through Change
In marriage, both partners must be ever-growing and changing together, vertically towards God first, and then horizontally as a couple. Marriage, like our spiritual life, should be growing and changing for His Glory and in His likeness. Unfortunately, many couples don't want to change; pride informs them that their mate needs to change, not them, which breeds even more contention (Proverbs 13:10). 
The reason change is so far-reaching is that when we are faced with change, and we are on a regular basis, we must make a decision. Are we going to change, or are we going to stay the same? Are you going to change for God’s glory, whether your partner does or not? You, as an individual, must answer that question before God. Our response to change will have an effect on our relationship with God and then others; there is no getting around that. In a caustic relationship, someone needs to change. But too often pride blocks the willingness to change. Giving God the best and the most in any relationship takes work, but in a caustic relationship, God is set aside, giving each other a dose of anger, or a piece of their mind takes precedence. Getting the best angle or taking the most advantage overshadows God's presence and God's kind of love. When I love God first and most, I give him my best and most, and that translates to giving others my best and most. This is the kind of attitude of the heart change that God wants and that will move us toward loving God and loving others as we do ourselves, yes, even in a caustic relationship. Mark 12:30 'And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' 31 The second is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these.
This is a far-reaching and deeply profound truth: loving God and my neighbor has no greater or higher authority. It means that there is no nobler act that I can pursue than to change for God and for others because of love, and especially for His glory, our supreme focus in life (1 Corinthians 10:31). It’s clear then that change is not primarily just for me. The motive is for higher reasons: love for God and my neighbor. So, who is my neighbor? Anyone and everyone! When faced with change, we are faced with God's Word confronting us. In a caustic relationship, someone needs to stop and think about that. Additionally, we don't change to make our relationship better; we change to bring glory to God so that our relationship will be better. Someone in that caustic relationship needs to stop and think about that.
What if our attitude is not to make a choice to change? If you decide that you are not going to make a choice for change, you are still making a choice for change; you are choosing not to change. There is no neutral position. But the choice not to change has far-reaching implications because it affects your relationship with God first, and as a believer, you really need to consider and think about that. The heart is the place through which choice and desire are formed. Not being willing to change for God's glory is a choice, and there will be accountability for the choice you make. Again, you must be willing to make that choice, whether your mate does or not. When you reach the crossroads of change or not to change, you will make a choice based upon love for God and for your neighbor. Give this some thought if you are struggling with change.
There are a number of questions that are related to change. Should I change? What are the reasons for change? What is required to change? How will this change affect my future? How will this change affect others? How will this change affect my relationship with God? How lasting will this change be? What value should be placed on these changes? What is my motivation for change? These questions are not all-inclusive, but your decision to change or not to change is far-reaching. Think through these penetrating questions and pray about them before God right now, before going any further in this study.
Motive For Change
"The Bible sets the stage, defines motivation, provides the central focus for motivation and provides all the guidance we need to understand our motives and God's help in seeing where our true motives lie. "6 The believer must have just one thought in mind as a motivating factor for choice, a singular motive, that is to change for the glory of God! “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God”. 1 Cor. 10:31 The believer will ask himself, before he either changes or chooses to stay the same, will this change bring glory to God? Does this choice please God? This is done at the heart or motive level. It answers the question about my heart motives and where my heart is focused. It reveals our focus and purpose in life, the two most important life factors. When your focus is upon God's glory and God's purpose of becoming like His Son, your choices in life will have clarity and context. (Romans 8:28,29). Aligning with God's Focus & Purpose in life is the key to motivation for change, as well as all areas of life. "When your thoughts, beliefs, and desires are set on glorifying God, there will be right actions and good consequences. Too often, because of a heart that is set on pleasing "self," our thoughts and actions are not naturally going to be like God's. This presents a dilemma because God commands us in the Bible to be holy."7 This dilemma can be conquered by recognizing that you are empowered to change by virtue of being a believer and holding yourself accountable to God's focus and purpose in life for you.
[image: ][image: ][image: ]Now, let's ask the question: Is change a problem in your relationship? If so why?
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you waiting on your mate to change, or are you more interested in changing yourself? What are some of your thoughts about this question?
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Where is God's glory and God's eternal purpose of conforming you into the image of His Son in your choices? (Romans 8:28,29)
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Changing From the Heart Level
You may be concerned about a change that will last. You may have given up because you have failed many times to make a change in your life, and so has your mate. You have become cynical of change in your lives. Ask God to help you to change from the heart level because change must first come from the heart, or it will never last. This is the hope of lasting change. "The heart is the real or essential you. All of the ways in which the Bible refers to the inner person (mind, emotions, spirit, soul, will, etc.) are summed up with this one term: heart. The heart is the steering wheel of every human being. Everything we do is shaped and controlled by what our hearts desire. That is why the Bible is very clear that God wants our hearts. Only when God has your heart does He have you. As much as we are affected by our broken world and the sins of others against us, our greatest problem is the sin that resides in our hearts. That is why the message of the gospel is that God transforms our lives by transforming our hearts. Lasting change always comes through the heart. This is one of Scripture's most thoroughly developed themes, but many of us have missed its profound implications. We need a deeper understanding of (Proverbs 4 23), "Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life. "8 You can be consistent and grow in maintaining the right kind of change if you are doing it from the heart level. 9
No one is a super saint, no one knows it all, and no one is growing at the same rate or in the same ways. God is calling us into conformity to Christ according to His sovereign will, (Ephesians 4:13). Like Paul, we are all trying to attain, be patient with one another, no one is perfect, don't expect your mate to be perfect. God is not looking for you to be a perfect model. He is in the business of perfecting His people by constantly showing us the Perfect Model, Jesus Christ. Christians who know the truth must be in subjection to the truth, or it is sin. (James 4:17) If God has provided the model in His Son, the method through His sufficient Word, and the might by and through the Holy Spirit, we can grow and change into His image; to not do so is to sin. Remember, the Holy Spirit of God takes the Holy Word of God and conforms you into the Holy Son of God. How that is accomplished is as varied as there are different people who are Christians. What is important is that you remember that you are responsible for growing and changing in a creative manner. Be patient and creative in your growth in Christ in your marriage, and grow together in small ways. 10
Praise the Lord as you grow in small ways, because these are the small ways from which larger areas of growth will begin to develop and occur. You are less likely to get angry now, less likely to worry now, and less willing to give in to lust and your desires. Resolve not to be defeated by what you may perceive as too large a spiritual goal to reach and then give up. Each small step you take will get you closer to success. You have the spiritual ability and power to grow and change. Rejoice and be joyful in small steps of growth, and don't be driven by expectations that are unreasonable. Remember and be encouraged, God watches over our growth process; we are designed for it, we are destined for it. Philippians 1:6 And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. Be encouraged, we are not left to ourselves; He will use and does use many factors in cultivating change in our lives. Humble yourself before God and your mate and pray through small steps of growth and change.
Are you growing as a believer? Are you growing together as believers? Marriage and the home are the most unique places to grow and change spiritually. Are you taking advantage of your marriage as a platform for spiritual growth? Answer these questions with openness and honesty, and discuss each question with each other. This may be challenging right now, but attempt to write out your thoughts, share a plan on how you want to change, and how you are going to go about doing it. Start with a small list with small steps toward change. It may be something about how you respond to each other negatively or some other issue.
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
You Are Not Alone
Have you allowed your life to be exposed to the many spiritually shaping influences He has provided for the believer? Although we are 100% responsible for change, we are also 100% dependent on things outside of us for help to change. For instance, the support and provision of God through prayer and His Word. God's people, pastors, and the church in general, corporate worship, Bible study groups, discipleship and accountability partners, God has woven into the fabric of the body of Christ a multitude of helpers and helps. You are not alone. The Christian does not live in isolation; we are not independent, but rather interdependent. You are not alone! Don't think you are, and don't try to change on your own. God's plan is to use many different resources to help your marriage; you are not alone! Become active in relationships outside of your marriage in a 100% way. Isolating your marriage from others is not healthy; you need the church, you need its leadership, you need its teaching. "The church leaders equip the saints, and then the church, the body of Christ, enriches the church. We work together as a team, the church equipping and the home enriching as a team." 11 Would you trade being embarrassed that someone knows that your marriage is weak for the destructive effects of weakness on your marriage? Are we not to trust one another in love, (1 Corinthians 13), and share our burdens? (Galatians 6:2) Is staying in conflict in our marriages and in our families pleasing to God? Shouldn't we be willing to trust God's provisions for us through His Word, through the Church? God's people who worship with you are growing and changing in their relationships as well. Make it a habit to run to others right away as you work through marriage conflict, seek constant marriage discipleship, and enrich the church with a healthy marriage.
Concluding Thoughts
1. Be prepared for problems to arise because of your faithfulness.
Adversity will be much more common. Problems will arise, but you will be prepared to handle them as an individual and as a family.
I Pe 5:8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary, the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
1 Cor 10:13 "No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide a way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. "
2. [image: ][image: ]Sort out small samples of difficulties in your marriage so they are manageable, don't start big, stay with growing and changing in the small areas of your marriage; this helps take care of larger areas later. Put off pride and put on admitting faults, be quick to confess wrong.(Prov 13:10)
3. Thanking God and praising God will be more common in your life as you grow. Pray for things with thanksgiving, do this together (Philippians 4:6-8). Don't allow anxiety to rule, but rather the peace of God. Prayer and the Word will guard your hearts. Demonstrate much patience and don't overwhelm with expectations. Note, verse 9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me— practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. To have peace is to be confident that the God of peace is with you. Think about being an example to each other, practicing together "these things", so that the "God of peace" will maintain peace in your relationship.
4. Spiritual boldness, endurance, and wisdom will begin to take shape as the norm. You may see problems horizontally, but you are learning to settle them vertically, guarding your heart against conflict. This is so satisfying and praiseworthy. "Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life. " Prov. 4:23.
5. Read booklets, "Godliness Through Discipline" and "Christ and Your Problems. " By Jay E. Adams. They are excellent resources for learning how to grow and how to handle trouble in your life.
 
Read "From Pride to Humility" by Stuart Scott, one of my favorites. Another source for small booklets is "Resources for Changing Lives," which addresses a variety of subjects on marriage and other matters in small booklet form.
I encourage small booklets at first so that you can go slow and work with small, compact material. You can request a study guide to help with going through the booklets together. 12 For a 30-day devotion on the gospel, I highly recommend you use the Gospel Primer every day together. 13
6. Your identity is in Christ alone. Don't allow other things to identify who you are in Christ; the gospel is where you find hope, and Christ is where you find identity. 14

____________________________________________________________________________________
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