MARRIAGE BASICS
Man was created by God and marriage is designed by God as the foundational element of all human society. Because we are thousands of years removed from man’s creation, we tend to view and define society as we experience it now as opposed to Gods original design and intent. It is important for us to remember that God’s intent in any matter is to always be our first consideration. For sure times change but God’s original intent for companionship and communion stay the same.
Have you ever considered that God designed marriage and that it is foundational to society? If you have can you explain how this has impacted your thinking? If not, what are some of your thoughts regarding this matter?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THINK ONE
God created man, Adam, and then addressed mans need for companionship. God also said something uniquely important about Adams companion. This companion would be “a helper fit for him.” Genesis 2:18. Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” God created companionship within a relationship of communion established between He and Adam. That companionship would soon be a shared relationship between the man and the woman.
This “helper fit for him” was woman, vs 21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 
When Adam saw Eve for the first time, he had something uniquely important to say about his relationship with her. Vs 23 Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” 
Adam said she is “Bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh”, and then he called her woman. We don’t use terminology like this today to describe what a woman is to a man. Right now you might be saying, “right” and “what does this Bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh” mean? 
The fact that woman is part of man’s flesh and bone is unique in God’s creative order, notice how Jesus reinforces this awesome fact after being questioned by the Pharisees.
Mark 10:6 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7 ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, 8 and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. 9 What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 
In modern-day terms we might say that “we are one” or I have heard people use the term “soul mates”. The “one flesh” term used in Scripture is important to understand. “The expression “one flesh” has been widely misinterpreted as referring directly to the sexual union. Certainly, one factor included in the one-flesh concept is sexual union, but that is not the larger, over-all, inclusive significance. The Bible uses the phrase “one flesh” quite differently (e.g., in Eph. 5:28–30, where Paul argues that the two have become so much of a unit that whatever a husband does for his wife he, in fact, does for himself). In the light of the New Testament interpretation of Ephesians 5:28–30, the Genesis 2:24 passage must be interpreted to mean “one person.”[endnoteRef:1] [1:  A Theology of Christian Counseling: Jay Edward Adams ] 

For the most part contemporary people unfortunately are not very reflective and are not given to meditative weighty thought. There are many reasons for this; society is doing everything at breakneck speed, work, personal and family entertainment, and electronic gadgets that are stimulating the mind at breakneck speed. It’s a microwave world we live in desirous of instantaneous results. Here though, in the most important relationship that a man and a woman have, other than with God, things need to slow down and even simmer. 
God our Creator decided to make a creature, Adam, which would create vertical fellowship and intimacy with Him. God then purposely and graciously created another vertical relationship with another creature called woman. In the very instant He created another person to share in a vertical relationship with Him; the two created beings had a horizontal relationship with each other. Slowing this down, let’s make a picture of how this looks vertically and horizontally as well as in a triune manner. 
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1. God creates man primarily for Himself
and His glory, initiating relationship.
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3. God creates man as a social being in fellowship and dependence upon Him vertically, but also creates and allows for fellowship and dependence in a horizontal relationship. Genesis 2:18 “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” 2:20 The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him.
Because it was not good for Adam to be alone among Gods creation, God created a horizontal relationship for Adam, the woman, “a helper fit for him” Genesis 2: 21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. They became “one flesh” 24 … and they shall become one flesh
God brought Eve to Adam as a gift, but the dynamic of their one flesh relationship horizontally would not be complete alone. They needed more than each other.
4. Just as Adam was lonely and incomplete without Eve. Adam and Eve’s relationship would be lonely and incomplete without a relationship with God.
What we recognize is that to have a relationship horizontally that relationship must be established vertically as well. If you take away any of the arrows leading to a shared relationship, the dynamic of “relationship” is broken. There is no unity.
When we read verses like 1 Peter 3:7 it indicates that the husband and wife relationship dynamic is much more than horizontal, “heirs with you of the grace of life”. This verse highlights the vertical relational dimension with God, “prayers may not be hindered.” Marriage relationship is both horizontal and vertical, they are tied together, and one affects the other.
Here we are able to clearly see and understand that relationship is interdependent. The complete relationship is found within man, women and God, or we might say “one flesh” relationship with God.















Before anything existed, there was only God, but God was not alone. Genesis 1:26, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. God is Triune, perfect in union, perfect in fellowship and companionship within the Trinity. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit have a perfectly intertwined and woven together relationship as God. “God has intended your lives to become so fundamentally intertwined, so beautifully woven together in every way, and so much a reflection of a daily commitment to cooperation, that the only term that could be used for your union is “one flesh.”[endnoteRef:2] “In other words, in the beginning God took woman out of man as bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh, and then God presented her back to the man to discover in living fellowship what it means to be one flesh. From one flesh, Adam, came Eve as a part of Adam and they are now one flesh. By creating a person like Adam, yet very unlike Adam, God provided the possibility of a profound unity that otherwise would have been impossible.”[endnoteRef:3] The Trinity is a perfect union, God is three persons in one. Man and woman are two persons but one flesh. God is sharing His perfect union with His created beings; that is a profound thought since He already had perfect union and did not have to create man or anything else to improve upon that holy union. [2:  What Did You Expect?: Redeeming the Realities of Marriage: Tripp, Paul David.]  [3:  Two Part Harmony: John Piper] 

One flesh means the person Adam and the person Eve are no longer two entities (two individuals), but one entity (one flesh), a married couple. This one flesh union is something that God does as the couple commits themselves to marriage, literally a holy communion. We call this holy matrimony. It is a wonderful reminder of how God binds the hearts of two individuals and creates a desire to, “hold fast” to one another in this one flesh relationship. Genesis 2:24 This sounds mystical and actually is, Ephesians 5:31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church, in so much as it is definitely spiritual because it is God who is joining them together as one flesh. This special spiritual union they have is a covenant relationship they make to each other before God and witnesses during the marriage ceremony. Think about the term, “hold fast”, this word gives us a picture of something being permanently glued together, sticking together, being joined together. Hold fast can be translated to cleave or to cling, stick, stay close, keep close, stick to, stick with, follow closely, join to, overtake, catch.[endnoteRef:4] A one flesh marriage relationship by God’s design is to “hold fast” within the interdependent relationship He has with them.  [4:  Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon: James Strong] 

“As we read what Jesus said, “he who created them, (Adam & Eve) from the beginning made them male and female”, His design was to take two, make them one as a gift to each other. “When God gave Adam a wife, Adam’s heart was centered upon the gift that God had given to him and he exercised his capacity to love in a new relationship. Adam’s capacity to love was to be exercised as a responsibility, under the authority of God, toward his wife and toward the God who had revealed Himself as the God of love.” [endnoteRef:5] [5:  Designed to be like Him: understanding God’s plan for fellowship, conduct, conflict, and maturity: Pentecost, J. Dwight] 

There are a number of wonderful aspects to the marriage union, but for sure it has oneness, it is leaving and cleaving to create a oneness-bond as a central focus. Genesis 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. What is commonly called the principle of leaving and cleaving, is that of a man leaving his parents’ home, and then establishing his own home by now cleaving to his wife. He has left the independent authority structure of his former family life and established another independent authority structure with his mate, and they together form a new family. 
This union is unique to them, vs 24” a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife”. This man “holds fast to his wife”. So, the idea is a unique joining of two people into one entity. “Verse 24 draws out the lesson that marriage is just that: a man leaving father and mother because God has given him another; a man holding fast to this woman alone and no other; and a man discovering the experience of being one flesh with this woman.” [endnoteRef:6] When we think of marriage we must think of “oneness”: [6:  Two Part Harmony: John Piper] 

What do we learn about man and woman in Genesis? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What do we learn that is unique about God placing those two in relationship with one another?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
When you think of this very unique and incredible forming of one flesh from two persons called marriage, why do you think this is important to maintain in marriage?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If God has made you one in marriage, what has made you to become separate or responding like two individuals all over again?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THINK GOD’S GLORY
God create us for fellowship with Him as well as for His glory.
Colossians 1:16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. All created things were brought into existence in order that they should glorify God. Revelation 4:11
“all things were created through him and for him.” You and I and all of creation “were created through him and for him”. All of creation exists for God’s glory and everything exists because He created it. Thoughts about these truths should generate questions within our hearts. “This question arises: How can we glorify God? By fellowship with God. We were created in order that we might have fellowship with God. And we were made a new creation in Christ Jesus in order that we might have fellowship with God, so that through our fellowship with Him we might bring glory to God. The Apostle John, in his first epistle, told why he wrote the epistle:” 1 John 1:3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. [endnoteRef:7] [7:  Designed to be like Him: understanding God’s plan for fellowship, conduct, conflict, and maturity: Pentecost, J. Dwight ] 

Here again we see that mutual fellowship horizontally is first based upon the vertical relationship one has with God. The word fellowship means that which is in common, belonging to several or of which several are partakers. Because believers share in the same relationship with God, they can share in a relationship with each other that brings God ultimate glory. The "vertical fellowship" God created precedes and makes possible the "horizontal fellowship” between believers which makes possible God being glorified within that relationship.
All creation declares His glory. Psalm 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. Because we were created for God’s glory, He is to receive glory from His creation. Revelation 4:11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.” Additionally, whatever we do as God’s creation it must be for His glory. 1 Corinthians 10:31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. Our marriage should declare His glory and everything we do in marriage we should “do all to the glory of God”.
To glorify God, means to render glory to Him, recognize Him for Who and What He is, to celebrate with praises, worship and adoration. It means to cause the dignity and worth of Him to become manifest and acknowledged. In all of God’s creative order His glory is manifested and should always reflect His glory. What often happens is that we lose sight of the fact that everything; yes, even marriage is for His ultimate glory and a reflection of His divine order.
Does your marriage give the right opinion of God? Secondly, does your relationship reflect God’s glory? If not, in what ways? If so, in what ways?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THINK HARMONY IN COMPANIONSHIP
The word fellowship can be translated partnership or communion, it properly denotes “having things in common”, attachment to the same things, love the same truth, desire the same object, engage in the same work. Married people share the same hopes, joys, the subjects of conversation, we have communion in these things, we have things in common, and in fact if we have children, we all share the same DNA. So, when the Bible uses the term fellowship it means to partake of or share in common. 
What did you have in common before you were married that caused you to commit to marrying your mate?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If you now say that you do not have things in common, what has caused this to occur?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
God has designed relationship with Him based upon His Word the Bible and made possible by the gospel. The Bible and the gospel provide the harmony. That is why believers speak the same things and are attracted to the same things about Him. We are in one accord, in harmony because of the Bible and the gospel. This is where we share likeness, we believe the Bible and we have believed the gospel. This DNA defines why we as believers think, say, and should behave basically the same way. This harmony within gospel companionship looks like this. 1 John 1:3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. Here “fellowship with us” is a shared “fellowship” with the Father and the Son. So, we could say again that true horizontal fellowship is based upon the vertical relationship one has with God. We could call this our common bond.
John defines this fellowship in a little bit more detail. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.
Here he is saying that if you are in a true horizontal/vertical fellowship it’s one that is walking “in the light”. This kind of relationship is not dark, does not live a lie or not practice truth. This fellowship is in companionship with “light”, “as He is in the light”. Here is where companionship finds its roots and stability; it is based upon “the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin”. 
God is most glorified when we are in harmony with Him because then we will be in harmony with others. John writes “the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin”, establishing a relationship with God, making it possible to “walk in the light”. In verse nine he writes about how this relationship is maintained by confession. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Harmony is what God calls us to; when we speak the same things, division does not rise up among us. In his appeal to a church where problems arose over differences the Apostle Paul writes: 1 Corinthians 1:10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. Paul is calling them to companionship through same mindedness within their fellowship. 
Define what the word fellowship means, then what the word companionship means. Describe what companionship within relationship looks like.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sameness can only be accomplished by being spiritually unified, by being in harmony with God through the same gospel’s effects on our lives. There must be a mutual understanding between husband, wife and family members that the basis of our relationship, its health, its strength, its integrity, its ability to please God, is grounded upon our relationship with Him through the gospel and is solely based upon the authority of the Word of God. 
The Bible and the gospel bring about harmony, how much influence does the Bible have upon your marriage?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How much influence does your salvation, the gospel, have upon your marriage? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How much influence does confession have on your relationship?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Terms like, “fellowship”, “partnership” “common”, “harmony”, “companionship”, “sameness”, have been used in this section. How do these terms interplay within a marriage relationship?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THINK RELATIONSHIP THROUGH HIM AND FOR HIM
Colossians 1:16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
We see here God’s relationship to His creation. God’s relationship with His creation is exclusive, “created through Him and for Him”. God’s relationship within His creation is preeminent, “He is before all things”. Gods relationship with His creation is sustaining “in him all things hold together”. Take a moment and think about what is being said in these verses. First, in light of His creative order relationship is “through Him and for Him”; it is not first about us. If our relationship is about us it is incomplete as we saw in the chart previously. If this thinking is not present in a relationship what might be the result?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Secondly, in light of His creative order relationship is based upon priority, He is preeminent, the first priority, “He is before all things”. If this thinking is not present in a relationship what might be the result?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thirdly, everything created is held together by Him, “in him all things hold together”. This passage is a testimony regarding Jesus as the sole Creator of both the “visible and invisible”, in everything He created He also holds all things together. He is the Sustainer. If He can sustain all of creation, how much more can He keep our marriages from falling apart? Truly since He is the creator of man, and created relationship with man, He can and does hold relationships together. But those relationships must be “through Him, for Him and in Him”, and be secondary in relation to Him, “He is before all things”, in order to be held together “in Him”.
If this thinking is not present in a relationship what might be the result?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
God is the Creator of relationship, and without Him we have no true understanding of companionship within relationship. Without focusing relationship “through Him, for Him and in Him”, there is no harmony, we only will have a one-dimensional horizontal incomplete view of companionship within relationship. We are super dependent on this fact. We cannot have a right horizontal relationship without a solid understanding of our vertical relationship with God. We must have the right view of God in order to have the right view of others. We must have an understanding of our relationship with God before we can understand relationship with others.
We were created in order to glorify God and have fellowship with Him. Do you believe that you are in fellowship with God? ____________________________
Can you explain how the relationship you have with God can have a direct impact on your relationship with your spouse?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you talk about things you share in harmony, in relationship to God, the gospel, with each other, with children, with others?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THINK GOALS
If a transparency were made of your goals and a transparency made of God's goals, and the two were laid over each other, how closely would they match? As you think upon this don’t pass over the chance to ask yourself the question of why there are dissimilarities. Perhaps you have never asked yourself this kind of question, perhaps you have no idea that God has goals for you in your life? Take time now and write down what you may see as God’s kind of goals that have a direct impact on your life.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We have goals especially related to work or a given task of some sort that directly benefit us. We are motivated by some sort of reward for reaching a goal by performing some kind of task. Unfortunately, marriage and family life suffer because we live in sort of a neutral zone where things just happen, but without definite goals in mind. For instance, we lose touch spiritually with one another because our time together with God is reduced to going to church. We have not set spiritual goals together; we are not growing and changing together by having planned and meaningful conversations about how we are going to improve our relationships. 
You may have observed married couples where it appears that they have never discussed with each other hardly anything, particularly goals within their marriage and other relationships. What they believed, thought about, how they viewed things like spiritual growth, church life, children, in-laws, and especially Scriptures is either absent or negligible in their relationship. They have spent their years growing apart because they have not communicated about meaningful things in their relationship. Many times, their differences have overshadowed their willingness to afford reconciliation and their lack of communication has created a dark and despairing chasm.
Relationships are dynamic and need to grow, they are ever changing in one way or another, these ever-changing moments within a relationship present opportunity to define and set goals. Goals present targets to work toward. If we are not targeting moments with goals in mind to improve our relationship with each other, our relationships will suffer. Relationships in neutral vacillate and are usually controlled and effected within given moments. Relationships with goals in mind usually are more stable because it is steadily moving toward improvement. When we live without goals in mind to improve our relationship in any given area, communication, conflict resolution, husband wife relationship, parent child relationship and so forth, confusion and despair set in. Instability in relationships are shaped by not being goal oriented which creates deep highs and lows.
What do we mean by deep highs and lows? When things are going well the relationship is on a high, but then something comes up and suddenly things come crashing down. The sudden crash takes a huge amount of effort to recover from because of the radical unstable nature of the highs and lows. The up and down in the relationship becomes unbearable, the highs and lows grow deeper creating huge stress.
Instead, a relationship that has goals in mind is much more consistent and less likely to experience deep fluctuating highs and lows. For sure we will always have highs and lows in relationships, however there should be much more, stability and composure as we improve in the areas that are creating this tension. Finally, we will become less likely to experience radical unstable highs and lows and more likely to experience bumps in the road in our relationships as opposed to those highs and lows. Keeping God’s goals in mind in relationships give us that stability, that steadiness we need in our relationships.
What has been or are some of your goals for marriage? If you have not thought about this that’s ok, just write your thoughts.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Is God glorified in your relationship with each other because your goals are very similar and do not create radical highs and lows? 
For instance, but not restricted to:
· We have definite goals and aspirations. (we are talking we are growing) Yes/No
· We are teammates, not opponents. (we are talking about constant rubs and differences) Yes/No
· We have a lot of sameness in our thinking. (we are talking through our different opinions) Yes/No
· We value and respect each other. (we show respect by talking respectfully not condescendingly) Yes/No
· We acknowledge selfishness. (we talk about how we want our way too much) Yes/No
· We keep our physical relationship active and satisfying. (we talk about sex with each other) Yes/No
· We stay close to God and have the right opinion of God. (we pray together, share Scripture) Yes/No
The three principle areas of life that we live most of our lives in are: home, work and church. These three principle areas are where we spend the majority of our time and should have various goals supporting them. We should plan to reach goals in each of these areas in various ways by planning. There are spiritual goals and physical goals, both have importance. For instance, we might say that our spiritual lives have been centered more around church gatherings than in a family setting. Our goal is to improve here and plan to reach that goal with: (meaningful devotions at dinner time when we are all together and growing together). For instance: there are physical goals that may be leading to spiritual problems, our mate wants something done in the home and we have been neglectful, and it has created tension. Here is how to plan to address this issue by: (working on it an hour or two after work each night), making progress until the task is done. Take time now to write out a plan below for each of these three principle areas of life, use another sheet to start planning if you so desire. Substitute school for work if you are a student. If you are a housewife your work is never ending, your home is your honored work place. 
1. Home:
2. Work:
3. Church:
THINK ABOUT GOD AS THE MODEL FOR RELATIONSHIP
In Genesis chapters 1-3 we see a thought-provoking perspective on God’s relationship with man. If we follow how this relationship developed and was maintained, we see an interesting model about relationship.
First: God created a relationship with man within His relationship of the Holy Trinity.
Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 
Genesis 2:7 then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. 
Second: God created a companionship/partnership within the union of Adam and Eve. Together they would be personally fruitful, multiplying, and subduing and having dominion over His creation.
Genesis 1:28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
Third: God established stewardship/life management responsibilities in Adam and Eve’s relationship.
Genesis 1:29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
Fourth: God created a path and model of restoring broken relationships toward Him, and for Adam and Eve’s shameful and blame shifting broken relationship between each other.
Genesis 3:6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”…..21 And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.
Fifth: God gave future hope in their relationship with Him and each other.
Genesis 3:14 The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 
God gave Adam and Eve hope, by promising that one day He would send Someone who would strike back against the sin and evil that now threatened their relationship. He demonstrated His faithfulness in the midst of their sin. He promised the solution. His sacrifice provided a covering and restored them to fellowship.
God is the model for restoring relationships and He can restore yours. The greatest conflict of all time was settled by the Son of God. The byproduct of that great conflict was the spiritual reconciliation of sinful man to a Holy God. Even though man had alienated Himself from God and even was His enemy, God still provided restoration through salvation and ended the greatest conflict of all time. 
Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. …..19 For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
2 Co 5:18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
Col 1:21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him,
One other fact should be brought to mind, none of the participants (Adam, Eve, the serpent) in the original sin narrative take responsibility for their actions, and no one repents of their sin until God lovingly confronts them. What follows is a narrative of hiding, blame shifting and back peddling. 
How has reconciliation and restoration been modeled like God in your marriage?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“As husbands and wives cultivate their relationship with God individually, they make strong contributions to their marriages. The relationship that matters the most is with God and God is welcomed and cultivated into the relationship they have with one another. We were made by our creator to live in a personal relationship with him. He has graciously opened the way for this to be possible. John 3:16, 17, 14:6. He has also made it possible to have peaceful and meaningful relationship with others particularly in marriage. “In reality, marriage is the most likely place for conflict. But close relationships like marriage are also the most likely places for supernatural change to occur.”[endnoteRef:8] [8:  Relationships: a mess worth making: Paul Tripp & Timothy Lane] 

Take time to own your sin in the conflict. Turn from your sin in repentance; model God by restoring broken relationships as He did. Finally, God brought to bear upon the hearts of Adam & Eve the need to restore their relationship with Him, there is always a way back to God and back to each other.[endnoteRef:9] [9:  You are free to distribute this paper as a homework assignment or use its contents for other useful means, as long as it is not altered, and credit is given to the author Brad Hilgeman. https://christinyoucounseling.com] 
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