Six Simple Scripture Circles
One of the most important desires that every Christian should have is to know how to examine Scripture faithfully, and then make it practical and applicable to their lives, and to do so in such a way that they reproduce its truths in tangible ways. The circle chart clarifies and breaks down a simple course of action into bite size steps to succeed in doing that. There are hundreds of faithful and good approaches to Bible study, my goal is to encourage you to learn this simple method and then dive deeper later. The aim is to start with a journal by writing down verses and passages, then recording your thoughts upon them. These would be verses or passages of Scripture that have peaked your curiosity, you want to know what they mean, they have grabbed your attention and you want to know how to apply them to your life. Interacting with God’s Word this way personalizes it, journaling thoughts at face value and then diving deeper as study time affords is a very healthy exercise. This is God, you, and His Word interacting with your inner man. Deeper questions, answers, and application concerning the text can be drawn out later through deeper study upon the six circles that lead to the bullseye, Gods glory. The circle chart is purposely simple, its not a comprehensive approach to Bible study but it will lead you to dive even deeper into how to study your bible comprehensively later. 
Approaching the Bible can be intimidating for some because of its sheer volume. But you can learn to approach the Bible in a simple manner so that its infinite truths can be reduced to small and manageable chunks in order to apply it to everyday life. Our brains work much better when we can find a connection between the information we gain and the need to apply it to our everyday life. It’s important to associate or transfer what you are learning from the written page intellectually or academically, over to actual life circumstances making it relevant to our everyday life.
Applying the bible is more than just knowing its content; it is knowing the God of the Bible who reveals truth to us that we could not naturally know but by His Spirit 1 Corinthians 2. So as you approach this study keep in mind that this is just a simple way to get started into developing better skills and better ways to examine truths in the Bible in order to grow and change into the image of Christ. Romans 8:28,29, 2 Corinthians 3:18
The Bible informs us that it is inspired, and is useful or profitable for four things. Teaching, reproof, correction and training in righteousness. And the end result of these four effects is found in verse 17, “that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” So the Bible verifies its authority, explains its sufficiency, and then authenticates its ability to transform lives. Here we are using the Bible to explain itself and its power and ability to bring about change.
2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
· To be clear we acknowledge that faithful interpretation or exegesis of Scripture is of the utmost importance. There is no substitute for proper hermeneutics, meaning the method we use for interpretation. What sometimes gets lost in the science of the study of biblical texts is the final outcome of that study, namely comprehending its purpose for my life and actually applying it to my life in tangible and meaningful ways for the Glory of God. It is pursuing God through His Word to bring Him glory through a changed life by His Word. 
· “Our ultimate goal when reading the Bible is not to exegete or interpret a text well (though that is important). It is not to discern cultural factors in Scripture in order to draw out the kernel of abiding truth (though that too is important). These are means to an end. Our goal is to walk with God, to learn to love him with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, to love others as ourselves, and to make good and godly decisions in life. It is about comprehending God’s purpose for the world and finding “our place in his story”. It follows that our passion should not be for Scripture per se but for the One who reveals himself in Scripture. The Christian life is a relationship with a person, not with a book.”[endnoteRef:1] [1:  How to Read the Bible in Changing Times. Mark L. Strauss] 



· Here are six questions we are using in this lesson to find “our place in His story”. What is the big picture? What is the context? What other research can bring me closer to Biblical truth? What does this passage teach about God? What is the Application? What does this passage either reveal or reflect about the glory of God?
1. What is the big picture? What was the Holy Spirit’s intent in preserving this passage of Scripture? 
Think of it as the storyline within the book—the main idea—and then it moves to and within the paragraph, the sentence, and the words in the sentence. Finding the big picture, the main idea or theme is like “a fly over at 30 thousand feet.” Seeing the big picture historically of a book first is important. (Chapter divisions are good for reference but not necessarily for interpretation because they often interrupt para-graphical lines of thought or, we might say, the larger block or building block of thought). Read the paragraph several times, and summarize it. Unique or important sentences, words, phrases, and any repetition can be examined later.
Here is a simple and easy way to study the Bible historically and within context. Think of it as your town and their town with a river between you. This was easy for me to imagine since I was brought up in the Cincinnati area, Mt. Healthy Ohio specifically. Both sides of my family are from across the Ohio River in Kentucky. Everything you want to know about my origin is in the history that is found across the river in Kentucky. Here is how to think of your town and their town across the river concept when it comes to Bible study.
First, you have to cross over the river to the other side and find out what is going on in that town before you can bring back the information to your side of the river. You must know their town before you can bring ideas and application back to your town across the river to make things better. In order to do this you must think of yourself as doing detective work. You are finding evidence to finally come to some conclusion; these conclusions are based on hard facts about this town first. 
Begin to journal like this: The two letters in the Bible to the Corinthians were letters from Paul, who founded the church on a missionary journey. 1 Corinthians is actually a second letter to the Corinth church; Paul heard reports of misunderstandings about his previous letter and of divisions in the church. We know by reading that Paul is trying his best to keep up with this church in a meaningful and helpful way. He is concerned about the conduct in the local church. Corinth was located at a commercial crossroad with a lot of different cultural influx and influence. Corinth was a town in _________ and they were __________. 
You get the picture on the detective work. You can fill in the blanks as you go along. Now, you have crossed over the river into that town to find out what it is like, its history, geography, kind of people, kind of influences, etc. You are gathering information to bring back across the river to your home town and it is going to take many trips, but on the first trip you are just capturing the big picture, not the details. You will do that on another trip across the river. Determining what this book or passage meant to the first-century audience takes detective work to figure out, but this is what you must do to get the big picture. Take your time here.
2. What is the context? What is going on here? How did it apply then?
You are crossing over the river to gather more information again. You’re asking who, what, when, where, and why questions. You can ask other questions as well but this will do for now.
Who are these people? What are they talking about? What’s going on in this town? Who is doing all the talking? When did all this take place? Why is this kind of talk going on? What places and facts are surrounding the passage? You must find the original meaning of the text to the townspeople, who are being written to, and who are responding to its message before you can see how the texts reads for you.
The more we know about the historical context of the passage, (the who, what, when, where and why questions) about the people, places and the talk of the town, the better equipped you will be to understand what the original message was all about.
Example: In Corinth, these are people saved from a very wicked background—the kind that we found out about in our detective work above. Culturally they are Gentiles, not Jews, in this town. What happened was that there was a lot of disunity, dissention, immorality, confusion, among many other things going on. You are finding out a lot more about the town, its history, its people, its place in history, its problems, etc. This is helping you to understand what this book/letter is all about—what things are looking like in their town.
More detective work: Are there any more people, places, and facts surrounding the passage that I need to know about? Remember the Bible was written in and to a world that is very different from the one we are living in culturally, ethnically, politically, traditionally, religiously, and so forth. Record as much as you can. Walk the streets, peek in on town meetings, talk to the mayor and find out what’s going on with the politics, talk to anyone else you see in the text. What’s going on in the shops and the markets? Talk to the leaders in the religious world they live in.
Paul writes to correct various problems in the church at Corinth, to encourage unity, and to provide instruction on various matters about which the Corinthians had written him earlier. So you have to do some upfront detective work and find out something about this place, its people, its history etc. Think of this as an upfront study that you document and build on in later years as you do more and more detective work. 
Before you know it you will have so much background info about Corinth, you will begin to see Paul’s letter like they did, and that is what you want to do. Remember we want to understand this book or passage from the perspective of the first-century audience or readers. When you bring all this back to your town, the river between the towns will seem smaller, and you will begin to see that your town and their town have the same issues—just a different place and time.
3. What other research can bring me closer to Biblical truth? You want to go to the library (the Bible) and find out more and more about this town so you are going to look for cross references or somewhere else in the Bible that is saying the same thing. Are there other places? This is good detective work because you are studying the Bible using the Bible.
In this case, we have another letter to this town (2 Corinthians), but we also have similar problems of disunity, etc. in other towns that he wrote letters to such as Galatians, Philippians, and Colossians to name a few. We have certain words and thoughts that are used or expressed in other parts of the Bible that we need to track down and find out how they are used in the Bible, our library, so we have a better handle on how words are used in this town. We will also take note of repeated words, themes, phrases, as well as figures of speech, and list them.
Additionally remember that words are important and too often we assign an English meaning or definition to a word that really does not convey what the original writer intended. Until you know the meaning of certain words, you will not be able to grasp the meaning of the whole passage. In your study, write out in another column certain words and find out what they mean.
Example: In the Corinth letters we see contrasts like worldly wisdom vs godly wisdom. We see instruction about division, morality, Christian liberty, instruction about marriage and divorce, lawsuits, and even a history lesson about Israel. If we stop and look at chapter 3, we see divisiveness and spiritual immaturity being addressed as well as the role of God's servants and the foolishness of human wisdom. Keep an open journal about what you are learning about this town. Look for key words like love, wisdom, body, Spirit and so forth, these words and other important words are in these books. Make a running list of these keys words and phrases.
4. What does this passage teach about God? Where is God in this passage? Stand back for a moment and look at what work is God doing openly or behind the scenes in this passage.  How does the author point us to God in this text?  
Always remember history is “His–story”. Nothing surprises God; God already knows, allows, plans, and purposes every detail of life. Life is not rambling by without God taking notice. He is in every story line. Where is God in this story line?
Example: God is all over the pages of the first letter we have been referring to. Just start looking. 1 Cor 1:1 Paul, called by the will of God (God’s will is to use people) vs 2 to the church of God (it’s God’s church) vs 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (the only way to receive the grace and peace that we need). vs 4 I give thanks to my God always (we are to be thankful always to Him) vs 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles (God desires Christ to be preached, especially concerning His cross work and He knew that it was going to be a stumbling block and folly to some. There is no barrier to God’s work on the cross).
You can find God, His character and attributes, His working and dealings with people in every story line because God is in every story line of the Bible. Look for Him in the text carefully, make a list where He is either directly mentioned or alluded to or His character or a principle points to Him in some way.
5. What is the Application? What are some truths in this passage for all of us to see? Commands, examples, promises, things to avoid, or principles to follow in this verse or passage?
Yes the Bible was written to particular people in particular situations, times, and purposes, but its message is for all people in all times as well. That is why it is timeless or has timeless principles for people today. So let’s ask, where are you in the story line? What is the message for me today, specifically for me and my life now? We are asking what does this passage mean and how do I live out or apply this meaning to my life today? In what specific ways? Paul is identifying problems in the Corinthian church, but he is also offering solutions, like how to live for Christ in a corrupt society today.
We are bringing all this information back to our town and we are going to reproduce the truths we have learned in our town now. We want to draw valid theological principles out of this passage that can be applied to us now that we know the history and context of the passage. What are some of those principles and how do they apply to you today?
Example: 1 Cor chapter 3. Paul is addressing spiritually immature believers. It is no wonder they had so many issues going on around them. I have been spiritually immature as well, and it shows up in how I handle matters at home and work and church. I am not actively involved in my family’s spiritual life, so I need to do something about that. I am going to talk to my accountability partner about this and begin to grow in how to be actively involved spiritually in my family’s life. This spiritual immaturity in me has demonstrated itself in my impatience, being tossed about and unsettled. I am proud and often hostile and selfish, discouraged easily, and divisive. These are all attributes of the Corinth church, or that town, I see myself in this town with these people blending in with their sinful habits and condition, and I need to change in specific ways.
I need to grow in all of these specific areas that I have listed and ask my accountability partner to hold me accountable to specific areas of growth and change. I will start with one area of my life and build on it from there.
6. What does this passage either reveal or reflect about the glory of God? If our ultimate goal in life, the “bullseye,” is to please God by bringing Him ultimate glory, how is this being accomplished?
We study the Bible not just to learn more about God, but to know and love God more—to ultimately bring Him the glory He deserves because this is His purpose in us, and this is our ultimate purpose in life. 1 Corinthians 10:31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
Example: This is just a short example but remember 1 Corinthians 10:31 is penned to a church and people in the middle of what your research has revealed. This town is a mess, and we need to learn from the mess and bring God ultimate glory through the mess. This was Paul’s goal, and we can learn from his example and determination to reach that goal in the middle of a mess. 1 Cor 2:7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love Him”— 10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 
Glory in the wisdom of the gospel being imparted to us and empowering us. This is a plan God had before our existence. For this purpose and for His glory, the Spirit reveals truths to us to impact our hearts and the hearts and lives of others. The two epistles of Corinthians are packed full of pointers to God’s glory!
PLAN: In what ways can I take action steps in order to reproduce the truths I have learned from this verse or passage?  That is, in what specific ways can I please God and bring Him ultimate glory from the truths that I have learned in this passage?
Example: 1. I am getting with my accountability partner. 2. I am beginning to form the lists mentioned in this paper. 3. I am working on specific areas to grow and change in, not just acquiescing to truths about the other town. 4. See my paper “Change or Application bah.docx”
· The chart below can act as a visual guide in helping you to grasp how the six questions lead to the ultimate goal of pleasing God by bringing Him ultimate glory. 1 Cor 10:31
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